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have succeeded in bringing to the polls nearly 68?000 sup-
porters/'32
The New York World: "It is an extraordinary thing for a man
without political backing, without a machine, without money or
newspaper support, and without any logical, fixed, practical
principles to have polled 67,000 votes * for Mayor of this city, It
was something that no man has ever done before, and the
achievement carries with it a great compliment to the integrity
of Mr, George's character and to the aim of his life. Mr, George's
energy in the canvass has been almost phenomenal, and his
capacity for leadership must henceforth be admitted to be equal
to his ability in purely intellectual work."S3
The Pall Mall Budget: "[Henry George] stood as the incarna-
tion of a demand that the world should be made a better place
to live in than it is today; and his candidature was a groan of
discontent with the actual, and therefore of aspiration after the
ideal."
Henry George set his own seal on the "defeat." Knowing, late
on election night, that he had lost, he addressed his tired and
disheartened followers at headquarters:
I congratulate you tonight upon the victory we have won... J
did not accept your candidacy for the office nor did you nominate
me for the office. What we sought was to bring principle into Amer-
ican politics. The future is ours. This is the Bunker Hill. We have
been driven back as the Continental troops were driven back. If
they won no technical victory, they did win a victory that echoes
around the world and still rings. We have begun a movement that,
defeated, and defeated, and defeated, must still go on. All the great
currents of our time, all the aspirations of the heart of men, all the
new forces of our civilization are with us and for us. They never
fail who die in a good cause.3*
* The discrepancy of more than 1,000 votes is not explained-Editor